[CranioNet -- an interdisciplinary strategy for craniopharyngioma].
In patients with craniopharyngioma, pituitary failure and often lifelong hormone replacement therapy, persisting ophthalmological problems with impaired vision, cranial nerve palsies, and psychoneurological deficits will lead to a persisting impairment in quality of life and social competence. Some patients completely depend on assistance. To prevent this, a major goal is an early diagnosis and limitation of operative radicality to minimize postoperative complications. Surgery in centers with special expertise is mandatory. Radiotherapeutical strategies are relatively safe and improve the outcome and recurrence-free survival after incomplete surgical resection or after local recurrence. Multidisciplinary concepts and prospective data acquisition are desirable with regard to therapy and outcome in patients with craniopharyngioma. Problems in the follow-up period are the development of atherosclerotic complications and metabolic syndrome as a consequence of occasionally excessive obesity, which may impair the long-term survival of the patients. Cause and progression of these complications are not fully understood, therapeutical strategies for the morbid obesity are not available. Only interdisciplinary co-operation will help to develop and evaluate therapeutical concepts for the management of this rare disease.